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Responding to your requests, we come to you with
an interview with a person without whom our
'coffee time at Sienkiewicz' would not exist and
our Szydlowiec would not look the same. We are
talking about Mr Marcin Banaszczyk, the editor-
in-chief of the portal Nasz Szydlowiec. We asked
him a few questions about our town and Henryk
Sienkiewicz High School.

Journalists: Good morning and thank
you for accepting our offer of holding
an interview with you. Let’s start, shall
we? Our first question is: 
When you hear ‘Szydlowiec’, what
kind of phrases come to your mind? 
Mr MB: There are many slogans, but
the most important ones are: home,
small homeland, life, work, joy and
sorrow, passion, family, friends, my
place on earth. 

J: Is there anything you could change
in Szydłowiec? 
Mr MB: There are many things like
that, but it doesn't change the fact that
Szydlowiec is great. Mostly I would
change the behavior of some people.
Sometimes the small-town mentality is
horrifying. We can't get out of our
comfort zone to look a little further
and wider at certain things. I mean our
social life in general, on every level. All
the time I hope that there is still a lot of
good ahead of us in the mental sphere.
I would certainly change many
infrastructural solutions in our city. 

 I don't think there's any point in listing
them here because there are too many.
I am generally a fan of Szydlowiec as a
place, and a fan of our people.
Although I have some objections, I
think great people live here.
J: Are there any traditions that are
unique for Szydlowiec? Are there any
traditions that have been taken care of
for generations? 
Mr MB: I am not an expert when it
comes to traditionalism, but certainly
there are traditions that are important
for Szydlowiec. The life of our
inhabitants is deeply connected to the
life of the church, so church traditions
are strongly cultivated here, festivals,
celebrations, anniversaries are
something that people live by. There
are folk traditions which are still kept
alive and thanks to those who are
involved in them we know what a
traditional folk costume looked like or
what folk songs sounded like. I
personally try to take care of them and
pass them on to my son. Which way
will it go? Time will tell. 

Julia Wyrwińska Natalia Stąpór



J: What changes have you noticed in
our high school since you graduated?
Are these changes positive or negative? 
Mr MB: Let me start by saying that I
am not in a very comfortable position
to judge "Sienkiewicz" because we
cooperate in the professional zone, but
it is obvious that I notice changes.
These are both negative and positive
ones. The school is certainly growing,
both didactically and visually. It is our
pleasure to write on the "Nasz
Szydlowiec" portal about the successes
of our students, about very good results
of final exams. With envy, I look at the
playground everyday and although I
remember the concrete field fondly,
the sports infrastructure today is
impressive, it's something to envy. Of
the negative issues, I am most
concerned about the decreasing
number of students in the school.
When I went to high school we had six
classes in the yearbook with over 30
students in each. Today, there are fewer
classes and they are far smaller in
number. It is influenced by two issues,
the lower demographic and
unfortunately the fact that students
choose other schools, in other cities.
Here "Sienkiewicz" has to work hard to
change this trend. In general, a lot has
changed since I left highschool, and that
was about 17-18 years ago.

In my high school days I disagreed with
many teachers, but today I feel like I
have a cordial relationship with all of
them. Today we are colleagues with
some of them privately. Many of the
teachers who taught me are no longer at
the school, but so far when I enter high
school I feel at home. I feel like I know
every corner (even though a lot has
changed), and I have fond memories of
many of these places. When it comes to
the special ones there are many. I won't
list here the pranks that my friends and
I did, but I remember with fondness my
prom and I think my high school
graduation, which as it turned out later
was just a training before the real life. 

J: How do you remember high school?
Are there any moments that are
particularly memorable for you? 
Mr MB: My memories of high school
are awesome, even though I wasn't one
of the top in terms of education, I had
my problems in school, I remember my
time in high school the best out of all
the moments of my education. Firstly,
because I still have many friends and
close acquaintances from my high
school days. Secondly, because high
school days (besides studying, of
course) were pretty much the days of
first youthful games, so there's plenty to
look back to.

- Henryk Sienkiewicz High School 

J: What made you stay in our city? 
Mr MB: It wasn't me that decided, it
was life that decided for me because the
plans were completely different. When
my wife and I finished our studies in
2010 and got married, we didn't think
of Szydlowiec as a place to live, it was
only supposed to be a stopover right
after our wedding. My wife had to do
an internship after studies. It was in
Radom and it was easier for us to live in
Szydlowiec at that time. Then we were
to conquer: Warsaw, Cracow, and
maybe Gdansk. Those were the plans.
Coincidences made us stay here, and
mainly the fact that here we have a job,
which we organized ourselves because
we both run our own private businesses.
I'm convinced that if we didn't have this
opportunity here we would be long
gone. Sometimes it takes a lot of luck to
do what you love, to make work fun,
and for us to succeed. And that in
Szydlowiec,  our place on earth.



It seems to us that there is nothing in
Szydlowiec except: a castle, town hall,
church and some other monuments.
We forget about those more important
issues in my opinion that I listed above.
J: How do you see our city in the
future? Mr MB: I hope that the future
of Szydlowiec is bright. I don’t want to
get into details of local government and
worldview, but I hope that Szydlowiec
in the next decades will be managed by
wiser and braver people. Szydlowiec
will never be a metropolis, but it can
become a ‘champion’ in what I
mentioned before, i. e. in homeliness,
in so-called ‘slow life’, in being an
escape from the hustle and bustle of big
cities. I think that's the path we have to
take as a city, as a government, as
residents. By virtue of my profession,
this is exactly the line of thinking I want
to push. What will come of it? Today we
can only foretell, but one thing is sure, I
would not like the black scenario and
predictions like: ‘Szydlowiec is the town
of old people, the town that will die
soon’ to come true. This is the worst
scenario, so let's stick with mine. I
believe that Szydlowiec is and will be
the town for seniors, for middle-aged
people, for young families, for
entrepreneurs, for youth and children. I
firmly believe that. 
J: Okay, that’s all for today, thank you
for your time!

J: What do you think is unique about
our city? What do you think makes
people settle here and want to come
here? 
Mr MB: Szydlowiec itself is unique.
What I said before, Szydlowiec is great
as a place to live, its inhabitants are
great. For good measure, every city is
unique because it is the only one of its
kind in the world. Are people settling
here? I don't know because I don't know
the statistics, it is rather said that we are
decreasing. On the other hand, just
drive around the surrounding towns
and see how many houses are being
built, so yes, that would mean people
want to settle here. There are several
reasons for this: peace and quiet,
homeliness, proximity to large cities:
Radom, Kielce or even Warsaw. It's the
same as with the tourists who come to
us. They all talk (at least the ones I
talked to) about how things are
different here, time goes slower, life
goes slower, it's cooler, friendlier, more
family-oriented.   That's the opinion of
those who come from big cities, and
there's certainly something to it.
Sometimes I feel like we don't
appreciate it. We are made aware of
these issues by outsiders. COFFEECOFFEE
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